
Activity A: Vowel Combinations Review

Activity B: Vowel Conversions Review

Activity C: Word Parts at the Beginning and End of Words Review
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Activity D: Strategy Instruction

Activity E: Strategy Practice

Activity F: Word Reading Review
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Activity G: Spelling Dictation

1. 2.

3. 4.

Activity H: Sentence Reading
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Activity I: Passage Preparation

Part 1�Tell

1. Emerald Isle Ireland

2. famine machinery

3. European ancestry

4. Celts Gaelic

Part 2�Strategy Practice

1. surrounded capital

2. uniform Protestant

3. pasture
pastureland

manufacture
manufacturing

4. emigrate industry

5. disaster transportation

6. equipment official

Activity J: Passage Reading

�The Emerald Isle�
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If you could fly over Ireland on a summer day, you would
see lush green meadows and tree-covered hills. Surrounded on
three sides by the Atlantic Ocean, Ireland�s green color is so
striking that it was named the Emerald Isle. (#1)

The Landscape

At Ireland�s center lies a wide, rolling plain dotted with low
hills. Forests and farmland cover this central lowland. Much of
the area is rich in peat, or wet ground with decaying plants that
can be used for fuel. Peat is dug from bogs, or swampy lands. (#2)

Along the Irish coast, the land rises in rocky highlands. In
some places, however, the central plain spreads all the way to the
sea. Dublin, Ireland�s capital, is on an eastern stretch of the plain.

The Climate

Whether plain or highland, no part of Ireland is more than
70 miles from the sea. This nearness to the sea gives Ireland a
uniform climate. Like the United Kingdom, Ireland is warmed by
moist winds blowing over the North Atlantic Current. The mild
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weather, along with frequent rain and mist, makes Ireland�s
landscape green year-round. (#3)

The Economy

Ireland has few mineral resources. The country, however,
does have rich soil and pastureland.

The mild and rainy climate favors farming. In the mid-
1800s, Irish farmers grew potatoes as their main food crop. When
too much rain and a blight caused the potatoes to rot in the fields,
famine struck, bringing hardship to the Irish. This disaster forced
many Irish to emigrate to other countries, especially to the United
States. (#4)

Although farming is still important to Ireland, industry now
also contributes to economic development. The economy depends
on the manufacturing of machinery and transportation
equipment exported to the United Kingdom and the European
mainland. Ships bringing mineral and energy resources to
Ireland dock at the country�s many ports, including Dublin and
Cork. (#5)

The People

Most of the Irish trace their ancestry to groups of people
who settled Ireland more than 7,000 years ago. The Celts and
British made the biggest impact. Their languages�Gaelic and
English�are Irelands� two official languages today. Most Irish,
however, speak English as their everyday language. (#6)

Influences of the Past

Stormy politics mark Ireland�s history. From the 1100s to the
early 1900s, the British governed Ireland. Religion and
government controls mixed to cause disagreement. The Irish
people resisted British rule and demands that the Roman Catholic
country become Protestant. British officials seized land in Ireland
and gave it to English and Scottish Protestants. At one time the
British drove out Irish Catholics to make room for the new
settlers. (#7)

From Geography: The World and Its People. © 1998 by McGraw-Hill Companies.
Reprinted by permission.

A. Total number of words read

B. Total number of underlined words (mistakes)

C. Total number of words read correctly
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