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The ability to manipulate the sounds of spoken language without the use of print is 
phonological awareness.  Children that have phonological awareness skills (including 
phonemic awareness) are better able to learn to read.  Studies have illustrated that 
children’s ability to attend to and manipulate phonemes is highly correlated with their 
later reading success.  While some children are able to pick up these crucial skills 
without any direct instruction, other children do not.  This lack of phonological 
awareness makes learning to read and spell difficult.  Phonological awareness can be 
explicitly taught and students who receive direct instruction can significantly 
accelerate their reading and writing achievement. 
 
DOT Phonological Awareness provides a wonderful array of activities designed to 
improve phonological awareness skills at the word, syllable, and phoneme level.  
Students are actively engaged in marking up their game sheets using ink daubers 
while demonstrating specific phonological awareness skills.  The pages in this book 
are systematically arranged to increase in difficulty within each section.   In addition, 
there are multiple game sheets for each specific area so that skills can be practiced 
on more than one occasion to ensure mastery. 
 
To use this workbook, the teacher/therapist should select a game sheet which targets 
the student’s specific area of need or your instructional purpose.  An overview of the 
concept targeted on the worksheet should then be given.  Each student should get an 
ink dauber and then therapy can begin!  (Some game sheets have specific directions 
for the teacher/therapist to say, other game sheets can be worked on alone.)   
 
The exercises in this workbook focus on sounds, not letter names.  Whenever a letter 
is enclosed in slashes (/ /), say the short sound the letter makes (e.g., ‘t,’ not ‘tee’ or 
‘tuh’).  This book was written to be user-friendly across disciplines, so dictionary 
symbols have been used within the slashes instead of phonemic symbols.  A guide to 
pronunciation is listed on the following page.  Answers are also given in parenthesis or 
underlined when deemed appropriate on selected instructor pages. 
 
Many students find the use of the ink daubers motivating time after time; however, 
other items can be used as an incentive as you progress through this book.  The 
replacement of ink daubers with motivating stickers that the students may place in the 
circles is one alternative.  Small snacks can also be given and placed in the circles 
upon correct responses and eaten after the game sheet is complete.  Use your 
expertise and knowledge of the student as your guide.  DOT Phonological Awareness 
provides a unique, motivating, and flexible format for students as they work on 
improving their phonological awareness skills! 
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e 
e 

Symbol 
 

ă 
ā 
b 
ch 
d 
ĕ 
ē 
f 
g 
h 
ĭ 
ī 
j 
k 
l 

m 
n 

ng 
ŏ 
ō 

To make DOT Phonological Awareness user-friendly across disciplines, dictionary 
symbols have been used within the slashes (/ /) instead of phonemic symbols.  A 
guide to pronunciation is listed below and can be referred to as needed. 
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Sample Words 
 

sand, laugh 
vase, wait 
ball, web, hobby 
check, match 
dig, bed 
elf, set, leavy 
eat, feed, key 
foot, phone, laugh 
game, bag 
hat, ahead 
igloo, dip 
island, bike, eye, pie, sky 
jump, cage 
kite, cat, check, skate 
light, fall, milk 
man, gum, timber 
nail, man, knot 
thing, king 
mop, job 
open, rose, yellow, coat 

Symbol 
 

ô 
oi 
oo 
oo 
ou 
p 
r 
s 

sh 
t 

th 
ŭ 
ū 
v 
w 

wh 
y 
z 
  l 
  r 

Sample Words 
 

tall, law 
voice, boy 
cook, bush 
boot, scoop 
cloud, couch, down 
pickle, cup, spin 
rat, tour 
see, bus, city 
shell, dish 
take, towel, button, hat 
think, month 
cut, drum 
rule, chew 
van, cave, over 
witch, week 
white, whale 
you, yellow 
zipper, cars, bees, size 
mistle, pencil  
butter, father  



1. 

Name the picture in the first box.  Use your ink dauber to dot the circle next to the picture in 
each row that rhymes with the picture in the box. 

Task 3c 
Rhyme 

Name ___________________________ 

2. 

3. 4. 

5. 6. 
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Rhyme 
Discrimination 

5 



1. 2. 

3. 4. 

5. 6. 

7. 8. 

Name the pictures in each box.  If the words begin with the same sound, use your ink dauber 
to dot the circle next to the items. 

Task 3b Name ___________________________ 

104 DOT Phonological Awareness 
© 2006 Speech Corner • www.SpeechCorner.com 

Initial Phoneme 

Initial Phoneme 
Discrimination 



Some of the pictures on this page have the /ī/ sound in the middle of the word.*  Name each 
picture.  If it has the /ī/ sound in the middle, use your ink dauber to dot the circle next to it. 

Task 1a Name ___________________________ 
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Medial Phoneme 

1. 2. 3. 

4. 5. 6. 

7. 8. 9. 

Medial Phoneme 
Discrimination 

*Teacher:  Say the sound the letter makes when it is enclosed in slashes, not the letter’s name. 
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ST
A

R
T

 

STOP 

Start on the arrow and name the picture.  Tell me each sound you hear in the word.  Use 
your ink dauber to dot one circle for each sound you say.  When you come to the next 
picture do the same thing. 

Task 1c Name ___________________________ 
Phoneme Segmentation 

Phoneme 
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Task 1d (Instructor) 
Phoneme Addition 

Give each student a copy of page 224 and an ink dauber, then read the following directions.  
(This worksheet can be used on four different occasions by selecting a different set of words each time or you can give 
all sets and have the students switch colored ink daubers after each set.) 
 
“Say ______.  Now say it with ______ at the end.  Use your ink dauber to dot ______ 
circle(s) after each correct response.”  (Say the sound the letter makes when it is enclosed in 
slashes, not the letter’s name.) 

Words #1 
 
1. hi...with /v/ at the end (hive) 
2. low...with /f/ at the end (loaf) 
3. so...with /p/ at the end (soap) 
4. go...with /t/ at the end (goat) 

Words #2 
 
1. boo...with /t/ at the end (boot) 
2. buy...with /k/ at the end (bike) 
3. bow...with /t/ at the end (boat) 
4. moo...with /s/ at the end (moose) 

Words #3 
 
1. say...with /f/ at the end (safe) 
2. for...with /k/ at the end (fork) 
3. bow...with /n/ at the end (bone) 
4. no...with /z/ at the end (nose) 

Words #4 
 
1. brew...with /m/ at the end (broom) 
2. doe...with /r/ at the end (door) 
3. row...with /z/ at the end (rose) 
4. she...with /p/ at the end (sheep) 

Phoneme Addition 
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Listen and follow your teacher’s directions.  Use your ink dauber to dot the circle next to the 
correct picture. 

Task 1d Name ___________________________ 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Phoneme Addition 

Phoneme Addition 
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