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Editor’s note: Direct quotations from primary sources are indicated by a yellow background.



Party, had a plan to take over all of Europe. But he needed |
more weapons. He attended a dinner party in Vienna, Austria, |58

[ Herr Mand! should point }

We are working on I\ I T A\ out that the enemy can
ways to control "\ ’ make the torpedo miss
torpedoes by radio.

= E X its target by blocking
Does that work, | the radio signals.
Herr Mandl? . .

| hate the S
Nazis. They are so
cruel. | wish | could do
something about it.

Don’t you know?
She is the film
star Hedy Keisler.

Pardon me, Frau . / After the party . ..

Mandl. | am a

n of—
Hedy, you must be

nicer to the Nazis.

Why? Why be
nice to such

rd
something | need cruel people?

to check on.

| am making a fortune
selling weapons to them.
When they have conquered
all of Europe, they will
make us even richer.

Mandl was already wealthy. He and Hedy
had many servants and every luxury.

You see, Hedy,

we need to keep mph. Guards
impressing the Nazis. watch me constantly.
g | have every luxury
: . , except freedom. <3
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Now the
quard is following
me/ | cant stand this
life any longer. /
| must escape.

My dear, this is the
English Colonel Righter.

. : " An English
s 1 pesare ("
Frau Mandl. | am English hafe the Nazis

too. Surely he will

a fan of yours.
help me.

Colonel, now that Fritz

is busy, | must ask for
your help. Can you help me
escape from Vienna? | am a
prisoner in my own home.

Hedy dear, | have

a new recording

§ for you to hear.
7 You like a good

Didn't you know that | hide a

phonograph recorder in every
room? My friend the Colonel
won't help you. And | will have
to increase your guard.

| cant count
on anybody to help
me escape. | must
do it myself.

Can you help me

escape From Vuenna’? e LN




\ O | . .
A V7 Three gp— s She should
) \— . sleep for a few

)
=1 sleeping pills
”- _ 6hgul3 go == hours, enough time

the trick.

PN | 7 NI

You're hired, R ( ,.!‘ If | can get to
Laura. You can by "',;‘- R : , ” ‘ the train quickly,
= = | can make it.
Laura is perfect/
The same size as me,
with the same

hair color. _ e - c
d ‘1' A

Laura, you work too
hard. Come join me
for a coffee break.

One ticket for the |§
next train, please.

Thank you,
Frau Mandl.

Hedy had crossed the border into
Switzerland. From there, she went
to London and began acting in plays.




Later in 1937, Hedy sailed | Hedy Lamarr became a glamorous American
to America to explore _ , S5 movie star. Her face appeared everywhere.

more acting opportunities.

Excuse me, Miss Keisler?
I'm Louis B. Mayer, head

You're from a movie
studio? Of course! L

I've seen your films, and | think
you're a great actress. I'd like
to offer you a contract to
star in American movies.

I'd love to star in
American movies/

SARPUSM SR Lt S =
But we’ll have to give - . . .
you a new name that While she enjoyed being famous and
is easier for Americans acting in movies, Hedy also became
to pronounce. From worried about the war in Europe.
now on, your name is
Hedy Lamarr.

All of Europe is
at war aqainst the
Nazis now. America will
surely enter the fight.
O\ How can | help defeat
the Nazis?

/
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At a Hollywood party, Hedy met
a man who would change her life. Hedy, this is the
composer George

3 Antheil. They call him
“The Bad Boy of Music.”

As they played, Hedy noticed somethmg

-ty l - . " 3} "‘ . :. :
Because my music is not ‘ \\— This gives me
traditional. t's a bit offbeat. - : P . an idea.
A h! ————

the key, and then | have
to change the key to keep
up with him. He's making
it info a game!/

You're also a writer.

| read your article that

says America will soon go

to war in Europe. You're .

right that American What a surprice that

involvement is inevitable. f| Such a glamorous woman
< | is also so intelligent.

George, | have an
idea that will help
America. Can you help

me work it out? Sure, Hedy. But we can't

talk in the middle of a
noisy party. Come to my

People seem to think house tomorrow mornmg

that because | havea |
pretty face I'm stupid. [
| have to work twice as
hard as anyone else to
convince people | have

a brain in my head.
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Playing piano with you last
night gave me an idea. We
can keep radio-controlled
torpedoes from being sent
off course by the enemy.

How do you know

about torpedoes?

My first husband
made torpedoes to
sell to the Nazis.

Fritz didn't know that |
listened to everything
he and the Nazis said.

They said that with
radio-controlled
torpedoes, the enemy
could tune in to the
sender’s frequency

and block the signals.

And you have
an idea to

| prevent enemy
interference?

Yes, and | got the
idea while we were
playing the piano. }




/

We could put
something like slotted | 3
paper piano rolls

from player pianos
intfo each torpedo.

| o _
1 Hedy and George went to work right away. |=

In my ‘Ballet Mécanique,”
| had 16 player pianos. All
were linked by the piano
rolls, all changing keys

at the same time.

— | O\
— = Wy | '

|

What if we could keep
changing the radio

= frequency that quides
the torpedoes, just like
you kept changing keys at |&
the piano? Or the way we [§
change radio stations?

3 —y

Could a device
like that fit into
a torpedo?

It
‘ { {8

) /
Yes. | think your — sommm——
idea will work, Hedy.

We need a device
that will allow the
transmitter and the

| receiver to stay on the
same frequency, even
when it changes quickly.




