The helicopter was about 10 feet (3 meters) above
the crater’s floor. Smoke was rising. It made it hard to see.

Hosking had a hard time flying the helicopter. He lost

power. He yelled, “We've got a problem.”

Benson and Duddy looked up. They saw the volcano
wall. Duddy said, “We're dead!” Benson saw the helicopter
blades hit the wall. The blades came off. The helicopter
crashed to the ground. It broke apart in three pieces.

All three men fell inside the volcano crater. They barely
missed the boiling lava pool. They fell in a pocket of fresh

air. They weren't hurt.

Ash can damage plane engines.




